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The stunning economic boom of the pashd"years
may stall, immigration has become a major concern
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TO THE AVERAGE Briton, the idea that terrorism
should be an important issue for the Spanish
sounds far fetched. However, since 1959, Spain
has been fighting a bitter campaign against
ETA that has cost some 800 lives and which still
appears as insoluble as the Northern Ireland
troubles were to the UK five years ago.

More serious is the concern over Al Qaeda
following the appalling Madrid bombings of
11th March 2004. This had a dramatic political
effect both internally and on foreign policy.

The bombings contributed to the conservative
(PP) party losing the elections to the socialists
(PSOE) in 2004, with the withdrawing of
Spanish forces from Iraq a rapid initial
response. With a significant Islamic immigrant
population, Spain has a genuine fear of Al

. Qaeda, which has the potential to easily and
dangerously infiltrate its borders.

Watch for Spain’s foreign policy dilemmas
over the coming year as it tries to satisfy Europe
and the US, whilst steering clear of policies that
will antagonise the Muslim world. ;

Thankfully, life is not just about practical
concerns. 2008 will bring high drama to the
politics of Spain, together with the excitement
of great sport and the wonderful thrill of living
within an endlessly vibrant culture ...
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A G;EN ERAL ELECTION is.due for March
2008 with the conservative (PP) party,
led by Rajoy, hopingtooverthrow the
current socialist-(PSOE) government
of Zapatero. It is likely to be a closely.
fought contest, although a high
“electoral turnout is not expected::
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The two parties mimicthe-Labour

and Conservative parties in the UK,
with little real political substance to
distinguish betweer them. Much will
depend upon the state of the economy
in March and, as always in the age of
television; the personalities of the two
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party-leaders. José Luis Zapatero (the
current prime minister) is a young

and likeable ‘Tony Blair’ promoting a

similar ‘3rd Way’-Mariano Rajoy Brey,
on the other hand, is considered un-
charismatic, whilst being bright, decent
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-and hard-working:
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ONES TO WATCH

EVECI RV ET EY
- Mallorcan-born
tennis prodigy

« No.2 in the world
- Will he get to
no.1in 2008?

Daniel Pedrosa

« Youngest ever
World Champion
on 125¢cc and
250cc motorbikes

- 2nd Moto GP
Championship
pYoloy/

-  World Champion
again in 2008?

Fernando Alonso
. Formula 1 Double
World Champion

- Youngest F1
champion ever

» Experienced a
controversial
2007

SPAIN IS, of course, completely obsessed
by football followed by motor bike racing,
tennis, basketball and, due to Fernando
Alonso, Formula 1.

As ever, all eyes will be on La Liga and
the latter stages of the Champions League,
with the undoubted favourites being Real
Madrid, Barcelona and Sevilla. However,
it will be worth keeping an eye out for a
resurgent Villarreal and, perhaps, Valencia,
who may respond positively to their
new coach, Ronald Koeman. Finally, Real
Laragoza may yet surprise us all!

The big sporting news in 2008 will be
that Valencia city is to host its first Grand
Prix on a brand new street circuit. This
should bring Fernando Alonso fanatics to
fever pitch, be a fantastic spectacle and de
rigueur for anyone living on the east coast
of Spain!

Meanwhile, in tennis, Roger Federer is
still the man to beat, with Spain’s exciting
Rafael Nadal the man to watch, as he tries
to make it to world number 1in 2008. In a
similar position is the enormously talented
Daniel Pedrosa who, after coming 2nd in
the Moto GP championships in 2007, will be
looking to secure the title for the first time
this year.



